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dreamers, dramatists, and a system which involves
grandiose graphs and night-long discussions of a philo
sophic attitude suits their temper admirably. The
U.S.S.R, is a paradise for planners. Even If only a mouse
of achievement comes out of a mountain of discussion,
they are content, provided that the mountain satisfies
their sense of theatre. In no other country could a
Kaganovitch write: "The workers judge the Soviets not
only by their general political policy, but also by the prac-
tical results of their work."

A people that produced Tolstoy, Turgcnicv, Chckov,
Pushkin, Lermontov, Dostoievsky in letters, Rimski-
Korsakov and Tchaikovsky in music, and scientists such
as Mendeliev, Metchnikov, Pctrov, and Pavlov, is cer-
tainly fit for a high destiny. But Communism has found
the weak joint in the psychological armour of the Slav:
its tendency to prefer abstractions to actualities.

For those who can afford a mind, such as governors of
districts, managers of factories, presidents of collective
farms, and other bureaucratic chiefs, the U.S.S.R. pro-
vides glorious opportunities: no wonder they remain, like
hypnotized hens, with beaks on the "party line." But
the workers are suffering under a social pressure unknown
in countries where the Machine has not taken the place
of God; so the machine is sabotaged, and Industry is run-
ning down.

No one can say exactly what will happen when the col-
lapse occurs, nor when It will occur. In the Ukraine, the
richest province of Russia, there are 35,000,000 people, of
whom an unknown number are anxious to form an inde-
pendent Republic with the 10,000,000 Ukrainians outside
their borders* This possible secession would loom large
In Europe if the Bolshevik regime began to crumble, but
not before, for an Independent Ukraine has never existed,
except with German support from 1917 to 1919.